
Dear friends

A time for children!

Christmas, it is often said, is a time for children. This is largely true,
because who doesn’t love a school nativity play and the sound of
children’s voices singing carols?

This is certainly the story we are sold by the adverts on our television
screens. Almost every time we switch on the TV at this time of year, we
see adverts for Christmas gifts and Christmas food, all wrapped up in
scenes of perfect families and perfect celebrations. Hardly any wonder
that so many people get stressed out by the season.

But this is not how it was 2000 years ago, at the first Christmas in
Bethlehem.

A family that included a pregnant unmarried teenager, travelled the
length of the country on foot, to a place they didn’t know, to register for
a census imposed on them by an occupying force. Soon afterwards the
girl’s baby was born and the whole of creation was invited to celebrate
the birth of The Son of God, or at least some shepherds, some Wise Men
and some angels.

It is this story, from many hundreds of years ago, that forms the reason
for our celebrations and it is the churches across our country that offer
us the chance to hear the story again and think about its meaning for
each one of us.

I would encourage you again this year to seek out a place where you can
do this, and the time to reflect on all that you see and 
hear. It might then become for you the best present
you have ever received.

I pray this comes true for you.

With every blessing
Revd. Neil 
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Coffee and Chat - Monday mornings at 10.30am in Waltham House
A warm welcome is extended to anyone who would like to join us, just come along for
friendly chatter and easy company.  We can offer transport, contact Sue & Ian Todd.

Elton Church Coffee Mornings
 

every Thursday from 10am - 12noon in the Village Hall
The weekly coffee mornings are enjoyed by many and all are welcome to attend

St James Church, Idridgehay - Monthly Coffee Mornings
on the first Wednesday of each month you are welcome to come and join us

for our Coffee Morning in the church from 10.15am to 11.45am. 

A wide selection of homemade soups, filled rolls, home-baked cakes and 
sweet and savoury snacks plus hot and cold drinks to quench your thirst. 

Bonsall Church - Jimmy’s Café
 is open from 12noon - 3pm from Saturday to Monday 

Celtic Evening Worship Service in St Mary’s
on Wednesday 3rd December at 7pm 

To be held monthly on the first Wednesday at 7pm.
Rev Rod leads a simple, short service of quiet prayer, music & reflection.

All are very welcome so why not give it a try!

Souper Surprise from 12noon to 1pm in The Maltings  on Thursdays 
(but not on Christmas Day & New Year’s Day)

For just £4 - a choice of homemade soups with a roll, plus a hot drink and a slice of cake.
Come and join us to meet new people and enjoy good food and company in a warm space.

Christian Aid stall at Christmas Farmers’ Market 
on Saturday 6th December in The Maltings

 Mulled Wine & Mince Pies to bring Christmas cheer. 
(also hot fruit punch, non-alcoholic)

Please join us for an enjoyable way to celebrate the Feast and
raise money for Christian Aid’s vital work.

Annual Peace Ceremony in the Memorial Gardens 
Thursday 4th December at 5.30pm  

followed by switching on of the Christmas tree lights.
 

Write for Rights with Wirksworth & District Amnesty International Group 
on Saturday 6th December at Wellspring Church from 10am to 1pm

and send cards to prisoners of conscience 
 

Open Day at St James Church Brassington on Saturday 6th December 
from 11am to 2pm 

with seasonal gifts & crafts, warming refreshments & featuring the St James Singers

Messy Church “Follows the Star” on Friday 12th December 
from 3.30pm - 5pm in The Maltings

Families welcome, parents & carers to stay & play.
 Christmas Story, Crafts and Food. 

Please register with the Team Office: 01629 824707 
or email: teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 

Festive Afternoon Tea Lunch in St James Church Bonsall 
on Friday 12th December at 12.30pm

Tickets are available from Kath (tel: 07974 304067) or Di for £10 per person.



Carsington Deanery Confirmation service at St Mary’s
On Thursday 20th November St Mary’s welcomed Bishop Malcolm and ten confirmation
candidates (two were also to be baptized) from across 
the deanery. It was a wonderful occasion with a 
congregation of people from the candidates’ churches. 

The candidates, aged 9 to in their 70's, were as scattered
throughout the congregation as they are in the deanery,
but when they gathered at the font it was a symbol of
the unity shared in Christ. As the font was filled the
vapour of the warm water rose up, reminiscent of the 
smoke of incense rising like prayers (Psalm 141:2). 

Following the baptism, and those already baptized 
having used the water to remind themselves of their 
baptism, the candidates made their way to the front 
where they were confirmed by the Holy Spirit at the 
intercession of Bishop Malcolm. The Eucharist was 
celebrated with some people making their first 
Communion. After the service there was a time of 
fellowship over refreshments. 
 

Thank you to all those involved, including those who 
prepared the candidates for confirmation, those who 
came to support them, and those who volunteered 
their time to help with the service and refreshments. 
And congratulations to all the candidates. 
 

Please pray for those confirmed as they, like we, 
continue in their journey of faith and relationship with 
God.

Fr Nicholas

Archbishop Philip Wright
Do you remember when Philip Wright came to Wirksworth with his wife, Carla, and preached
at St Mary’s? It was 10 years ago – I am sure some of you will have heard him. The next year,
Carla brought Suite Chorale, a Trinidadian choir, to Wirksworth, and  
they stayed with local hosts, participated in shared meals and services
– and on Saturday night, presented a wonderful concert in St Mary’s.

Now Bishop Philip has been appointed Archbishop of the West Indies. 
We are very proud to call him a friend during and since our time in 
Belize, when Bob took over his parish of All Saints’, Belize City. We were
lucky enough to meet him at the USPG conference Swanwick, still the 
same warm, humorous and modest man. As they would say in Belize,
‘God’s richest blessing’ on him.

Jill & Bob

Service for the Longest Night
The Service for the Longest Night on Sunday 21st December to be held at 6pm in St Mary’s
will be a contemplative service designed as a quiet service for anyone who finds it hard to
buy into the forced merriment of Christmas. It is specifically for anyone who wants space and
for anyone for whom this might be a difficult time of year. 

It will be a gentle service held on the winter solstice which is the longest night of the year.

All are welcome to join us.
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December 2025
Wednesday 3rd
Wirksworth:              7pm               Celtic Evening Worship with Rod Prince
 

Sunday 7th                Advent 2
Brassington:             9.30am          Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Elton:                            9.30am          Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Kirk Ireton:                9.30am          Eucharist with Janet Turville
Wirksworth:             9.30am          Eucharist with Keith Orford & Rod Prince 
Alderwasley:            11am                Eucharist with Rod Prince
Bradbourne:             11am                Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Carsington:               11am                Eucharist with Janet Turville
Wirksworth:             6pm                 Evensong with Janet Turville
 

Sunday 14th             Advent 3 
Bonsall:                       9.30am          Eucharist with Janet Turville
Brassington:             9.30am          Morning Worship with Brassington Lay team
Wirksworth:             9.30am          Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Idridgehay:                11am               Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Middleton:                 11am               Eucharist with Janet Turville
 

Wednesday 17th 
Wirksworth:             7pm                Town Carols with BMW band at St Mary’s
Bradbourne:             7.30pm         Carols with Wirksworth Community Choir 
 

Thursday 18th 
Bonsall:                       7pm               United Carol Service
 

Friday 19th 
Brassington:             7pm               Carols by Candlelight

Sunday 21st               Advent 4 
Brassington:             9.30am         Eucharist with Rod Prince
Wirksworth:             9.30am         Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell & Neil Griffiths
Alderwasley:            3pm               Carol Service with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Carsington:               3pm               Carol Service with Keith Orford
Kirk Ireton:                3pm               Nativity Walk with Janet Turville
Elton:                            6pm               Carol Service with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Wirksworth:             6pm               Service for the Longest Night with Neil Griffiths
Kirk Ireton:                6.30pm        Carols by Candlelight with Kirk Ireton Singers
 

Thursday 24th          Christmas Eve 
Alderwasley:             3pm               Crib Service with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Elton:                             3.30pm        Crib Service with Lorraine Brown
Idridgehay:                 5pm              Carol Service with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Wirksworth:              5pm               Crib Service with Neil Griffiths
Brassington:              6pm               Crib Service with Rod Prince 
Kirk Ireton:                 6.30pm         KICA Community Carols
Middleton:                 7pm                Carols by Candlelight with Middleton Community Choir 
Wirksworth:              11.30pm        Midnight Mass with Janet Turville & Neil Griffiths



To join an online zoom service
Morning Prayer at 9am and Evening Prayer at 5pm from Monday to Friday only
Zoom link for our online services: https://zoom.us/j/273 224 1372. If you are new to the
group please ask the team office for the passcode. 
To join using a landline by calling: 0208 080 6591, key in host/meeting number: 273 224
1372# followed by # again, and wait to be connected. If you are new to the group please
ask the team office for the passcode.

Friday 25th              Christmas Day          
Brassington:           9am              Christmas Day Eucharist with Rod Prince
Bonsall:                     9.30am        Christmas Day Eucharist with Keith Orford
Elton:                         9.30am         Christmas Day Eucharist with Cameron Buckland
Kirk Ireton:              9.30am        Christmas Day Eucharist with Janet Turville
Wirksworth:           9.30am         Christmas Day Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Alderwasley:          11am              Christmas Day Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Carsington:             11am              Christmas Day Eucharist with Janet Turville 
   
Sunday 28th            Christmas 1  
Wirksworth:             10am            Team Eucharist with Janet Turville & Keith Orford
Kirk Ireton:                6.30pm       Carols at the Methodist Chapel

December Services 
We have started a new Church year with the Season of Advent which prepares us to be
ready for Christmas. A time of ‘Waiting with Expectation’. This year it began on the last
Sunday in November so this month we have the other three Sundays. All of our churches
will have an Advent ring with the four candles which are lit in turn to mark hope, peace,
joy and love. Note that the Third Sunday in Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday when the
pink candle is lit as sign of the promise of joy in the coming of our Saviour. This year we
are aiming to sing verses of Martin Earey’s hymn ‘Advent Carols tell their story’ as we share
in the lighting. 

Christmas Carol services begin halfway through the month starting on Wednesday 17th
December with the Wirksworth Town Carols in St Mary’s (with the BMW band) and
Bradbourne’s Carol Service (with Wirksworth Community Choir). See the Service list for
those that follow across the Team Churches. On Sunday 21st there is the Nativity Walk at
Kirk Ireton in the afternoon followed by Carols by Candlelight in the evening. At St Mary’s
a new evening service - a Service for the Longest Night - see details in the Rector’s note.  

On Christmas Eve there are four Crib Services across the Team, Carols by Candlelight at
Middleton and at Idridgehay the Blessing of the Crib with Carols and Readings - the first
Celebration of Christmas. There will be one Midnight Mass which will be held at St Mary’s
Wirksworth. There are seven Services to choose from on Christmas morning. At Elton
please note the time this year will be 9.30am and we welcome Canon Cameron Butland
who will be presiding.  Also Brassington has an earlier start time of 9am. 

Finally on Sunday 28th we gather again from all our churches for a Team Eucharist and
celebration in our mother church in Wirksworth. That has become our tradition after
Christmas and it is always a lovely occasion to share together followed by seasonal
refreshments. Please note that it will be held at 10am.

Looking ahead the first Sunday in January (4th) will be kept as the Feast of the Epiphany.
The Magi will replace the shepherds in the crib and it will also mark the New Calendar
year. The date will be chalked above the door at both Brassington and Wirksworth.  In the
evening there will be a service of Epiphany Carols in Wirksworth with prayers for the New
Year and a renewal of the Covenant. 

Come and enjoy a feast of feasts!                                                                  
Canon Keith Orford 



Floor collapses at St James the Great Idridgehay
Can you imagine your church floor collapsing as you are facing the 
busy run up to Christmas. In our case we were facing the very real 
possibility of cancelling the Christmas fair, the Baptisms, the 
village Kitchen, Chub (church pub for non-locals), the Christmas 
services and Carols.

We were all so low, But we all did it!! We pulled together and with a 
real team effort, we got there. Rot and decay out, the pews back in, 
and the electrician has now re-connected the under-pew heaters. 
Nobody would know that  there had been a major problem or will 
be able to spot the difference! 

Our spirits have soared (in inverse proportion to our bank balance) 
but what a result!  A massive thanks to all who helped with this 
spectacular effort, but especially the DAC team and Archdeacon 
Nicky for turning around our Faculty application so quickly (on the 
same day!) and Stuart and his team at ESC Builders for creating an 
almost immediate slot for us and bringing in his excellent team of 
trades and artisans to help. 

The Grinch may have tried to steal Christmas, but Stuart and his 
team have certainly saved ours.

Pete Matthews, Idridgehay

Visit to Derby Jamia Mosque
It was with a slight sense of foreboding that I arrived at Wirksworth Junior School one
morning in November, because I had agreed to go on a coach journey to Derby, with 36
children and their teachers. The reason was to accompany them on their visit to Derby
Jamia Mosque as part of their RE curriculum.

We were met by 2 lovely women from the mosque community who
led us around, in 2 groups, and talked to us about the mosque, its 
layout and fittings and how it is used. In the group I was part of, the 
person leading us round also spent much of her time answering our 
questions, openly and honestly.

All in all it was an interesting visit (I’d never been inside a mosque 
before), and a joy to listen to the questions of the children, and I 
learnt a great deal about the third of the Abrahamic Faith, and 
some of the crossovers with Christianity.

It leaves me with many questions and thoughts, and I hope to join with the children in the
next few weeks to discuss these with them.

As a church leader and citizen of Britain I believe that it is important that we are all open to
finding out about our fellow citizens, their interests, beliefs and faith, and that this is
equally true for our children, which is why I chose to support this initiative, and will do so
again if invited.
Revd. Neil

Have you got any spare knitting wool to donate?
We have been made aware of the need for wool to knit warm socks for the soldiers on the
front line in Ukraine, especially urgent as the weather is dreadfully harsh. 

We have a Ukrainian friend, Iryna, living in Ashbourne who has contacts regularly making
the journey across Europe to Ukraine. They will take parcels. Once in Ukraine there are
many people busily knitting but tere is a shortage of wool.

Please drop off any donations of knitting wool at the Team Office. Thank you.



Safeguarding Update
December is often a time for reflection and for safeguarding within the Wirksworth Team
Ministry (WTM) there is a lot to be positive about with many volunteers completing
safeguarding training so ensuring those worshipping at WTM churches are a more aware,
caring community, helping to ensure safety of all in the church community and also know
how to respond to issues that may arise. If you would like to know how safeguarding is
maintained or to complete safeguarding training, please contact Louise, Parish
Safeguarding Officer (PSO) via the Team Office on 01629 824707 or email to:
teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk

For any safeguarding concerns the following should be of use: If a child or adult is in
immediate danger or requires immediate medical attention, you must dial 999.

Please note the Diocesan Team will respond to all concerns reported in the strictest
confidence. To report a concern or request advice regarding a safeguarding issue, please
use the form on the Diocesan Safeguarding ‘Report a safeguarding concern here' web page
as it will alert the safeguarding team to their inbox. The Diocesan Safeguarding Team will
respond to all contacts as a matter of priority, at the latest on the next working day.  If you
are unable to complete this form, call 01332 388678 and ask to speak to a Safeguarding
Officer. Office hours are Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm.  If your concern escalates and
someone is in danger, call 999.  You can also report any concerns to Police or Social Care.
Derby City: Children 01332 641172  Adults 01332 642855 & out of hours: Careline 01332 956606
Derbyshire (Adults & Children): Call: 01629 533190 & out of hours: 01629 532600.

I wish you all the best for the festive season and a happy 2026. 
   

Louise Oram, WTM Parish Safeguarding Officer

A special service to mark Safeguarding Sunday
On Thursday 16th November a Safeguarding Sunday service was held at St John’s Church,
Walton, to give thanks for those working in safeguarding in our parishes and to remember
victims and survivors of abuse. The service was led by both Bishop Libby and Bishop
Malcolm, and the Diocesan Safeguarding team - including Louise Oram - our very own
Parish Safeguarding Officer and Administrator. 

Safeguarding Sunday is an annual campaign led by 
the Christian safeguarding charity thirtyone:eight. 
Churches are encouraged to reflect on and improve 
their safeguarding practices to ensure vulnerable 
people are protected. The key theme  for 2025 is 
"Action Speaks Louder". 

Bishop Libby gave thanks for those working for the 
good of our church and communities: to repent of our failings and hold before God all
those who have been hurt or harmed by our action or inaction; and to look to the future,
committing ourselves afresh to seek the Kingdom of God and being a safer church. 

Bishop Malcolm focused his sermon on the reading from 1 John 3.16-24 where he said,
“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and in truth. Loving in
action and in truth”.  

‘Open Door’ at the URC on Coldwell Street, Wirksworth 
will be open from 6.30pm on the last Sunday of each month

 

This will not be for an evening service but will offer the following opportunities.
A peaceful space for quiet reflection. A chance to talk over your troubles.

An opportunity to ask spiritual questions (even the difficult ones!).
All are welcome to come.

mailto:teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203.16-24%20&version=NIV


Team Rector: Rev Neil Griffiths    Tel:  01629 823092
email: neilgriffiths01@btinternet.com

Team Vicar: Rev Janet Turville    Tel: 01629 701334 
 email: vicarjanetturville@hotmail.com

Team Curate: Rev Nicholas Radford-Powell    email:  fr.nicholas.rp@gmail.com
Team Office Address: St Mary’s Gate, off St John’s Street, Wirksworth, DE4 4DQ
Tel: 01629 824707           Email: teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk
Open hours: 9.30am - 2.30pm, Monday to Thursday & 9.30am - 12.30pm on Friday. 
Website: www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 
For details of our clergy team, Church Wardens and other parish contacts please
contact the Team Office (824707) or go to the Wirksworth Team Ministry website. 

Deadline for the January issue of Team Talk is Monday 14th December
Please forward any articles and photos to the Team Office, 

Wirksworth Team Contacts

The Registers for November 2025 
Baptisms
Baptisms
Sun 23rd             Edward Andrew Wootton                                                     Idridgehay 
Sun 23rd             Josie Isabelle Wootton                                                            Idridgehay 
 

Holy Burials & Ashes
Thu 13th              John Walter Saberton                                              92          Wirksworth       
Tue 18th              William Kenneth Gould                                           84         Bonsall                
Mon 24th            Steven Bernard Lewis Lister                                  71          Elton                   
Fri 28th                Joan Titley                                                                      91          Carsington

For this season of waiting, expectation and hope, praying for all those
attending carol services in the coming weeks. For good news to all

people, for the message of hope that heals and giving thanks for the
message of the angels at Christmas of peace and goodwill.

Jigsaw Foodbank in Matlock
Currently in need of: Tinned soup & tinned meat (hot dogs, meatballs, luncheon meat,
corned beef, stewing steak, curry etc). UHT Milk, Jars of pasta sauce, Hot Chocolate,
Cup-a-Soups, Strawberry Jam, Orange Marmalade, Peanut Butter, Rice (microwave
packs), Pot Noodles, Super Noodles, Tinned potatoes, tinned sweetcorn, toiletries. 

NO need for baked beans, tinned tuna / tinned fish as they have adequate supplies.

Recycled Cartridges
Thank you for recycling your cartridges at the Team Office and with your help the

Recycle4Charity have kept 40,5252Kg of ink cartridges out of landfill sites.

Your ink cartridges have generated donations of over £50 this year for Christian Aid.

Keep them coming please! 

mailto:vicarjanetturville@hotmail.com
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