
Dear friends

February often feels like a month caught between seasons. Christmas is well and
truly packed away, the days are still short, and yet if we look closely we see signs
of hope and bulbs are already pushing through the cold ground. Snowdrops
appear almost unnoticed at first, lambing time edges closer, and the light lingers
just a little longer each evening.
In the church calendar, February brings us Candlemas, the feast that marks the
presentation of Jesus in the Temple. It’s a moment that can easily be overlooked,
but it holds something deeply precious. Simeon and Anna, two elderly figures
who have waited faithfully for years… and finally they see what they have long
hoped for: the light of God coming into the world. Simeon describes Jesus as “a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel”.
Light is such a powerful image at this time of year. We are all weary of darkness
by February… dark mornings, dark evenings, and sometimes dark news that
weighs heavily on our hearts. Yet Candlemas reminds us that God’s light does not
wait for perfect conditions. It shines into ordinary, imperfect, even difficult
circumstances. Hope doesn’t arrive with a fanfare; it often comes quietly, held
gently in waiting arms.
February is also a month when we’re invited to pause and reflect. Before we step
into the busyness of spring and before Lent calls us to reflect once again on
Jesus’ journey to the Cross… there’s time to ask a simple but important questions:
Where have I noticed light recently? Who has helped me see hope when I
struggled to find it myself? And how might I be a small bearer of that light to
others?
In our small communities, light often shows itself in very practical ways:
neighbours checking in on one another, meals shared, lifts offered, conversations
held at the gate or over a cup of tea. These moments matter more than we
sometimes realise. They are reflections of God’s care, lived out in everyday
faithfulness.
As we move through February, my prayer is that we would have eyes to notice
the light already among us…to see God’s love at work in the small details of a
friendly ‘hello’ or a glimpse of the first snowdrops. And of course, there is and will
always be a warm welcome and the promise of God’s light for you in our
churches which we’d love to share with you. 

God Bless
Rev Janet
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Coffee and Chat - Monday mornings at 10.30am in Waltham House
A warm welcome is extended to anyone who would like to join us, just come along for
friendly chatter and easy company.  We can offer transport, contact Sue & Ian Todd.

Elton Church Coffee Mornings
 

every Thursday from 10am - 12noon in the Village Hall
The weekly coffee mornings are enjoyed by many and all are welcome to attend

St James Church, Idridgehay - Monthly Coffee Mornings
on the first Wednesday of each month you are welcome to come and join us

for our Coffee Morning in the church from 10.15am to 11.45am. 

A wide selection of homemade soups, filled rolls, home-baked cakes and 
sweet and savoury snacks plus hot and cold drinks to quench your thirst. 

Bonsall Church - Jimmy’s Café
 is open from 12noon - 3pm from Saturday to Monday 

Celtic Evening Worship Service in St Mary’s
on Wednesday 4th February at 7pm 

Rev Rod leads a simple, short service of quiet prayer, music & reflection.
All are very welcome so why not give it a try!

Souper Surprise on Thursdays - from 12noon to 1pm in The Maltings 
For just £4 - a choice of homemade soups with a roll, plus a hot drink and a slice of cake.

Come and join us to meet new people and enjoy good food and company in a warm space.

BIG Breakfast at Kirk Ireton Village Hall 
from 8.30am to 11.30am on Saturday 31st January

with fundraising raffle in aid of Church funds and all are welcome

‘Open Door’ at the URC on Coldwell Street, Wirksworth 
will be open from 6.30pm on the last Sunday of each month 

This will not be for an evening service but will offer the following opportunities.
A peaceful space for quiet reflection. A chance to talk over your troubles.

An opportunity to ask spiritual questions (even the difficult ones!). All are welcome.

The Christian Aid  Shrove Tuesday  Soup & Pancake Lunch

in The Maltings on Tuesday 17th February 
from 12 noon to 1.30pm 

£5 for adults + £2 for children
***   RAFFLE   ***

‘Come and Sing’ 
on Saturday 7th February from 2pm to 4pm in St Mary’s church

We have relaunched the church choir at St Mary’s and are looking to recruit young people
under the age of 18 to join us. Come and join us for a fun-filled action packed afternoon of

singing and music for children aged 5 to 14. All are very welcome.
To be led by Rhiannon Robinson, Choral Director for Schools at Derby Cathedral.

Valentine Afternoon Tea Lunch 
on Friday 13th February at 12.30pm in Bonsall Church 
Tickets £10, available from Kathryn (07974 304067) Di or Jane.

Booking is essential - in aid of church funds.



Team Services in February 2026

Sunday 1st              Candlemas
Brassington:          9.30am      Candlemas Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Kirk Ireton:             9.30am      Morning Worship with Janet Turville
Wirksworth:           9.30am      Eucharist with Keith Orford
Alderwasley:          11am           Candlemas Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Carsington:             11am           Candlemas Eucharist with Janet Turville
Wirksworth:           6pm            Celebration of Candlemas with Neil Griffiths & Janet Turville
  
Wednesday 4th
Wirksworth:            7pm            Celtic Worship service with Rod Prince

Sunday 8th              Second before Lent
Bonsall:                      9.30am       Eucharist with Janet Turville
Brassington:            9.30am       Morning Worship with Lay team
Wirksworth:            9.30am       Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Bradbourne:            11am             Eucharist with Rod Prince
Idridgehay               11am             Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Middleton:               11am             Eucharist with Janet Turville
Kirk Ireton:              6.30pm        Evening Prayer with Neil Griffiths

Sunday 15th              Last before Lent
Elton:                           10am           Eucharist & Baptisms with Bishop Malcolm & Neil Griffiths
Wirksworth:              6pm            Evensong with Janet Turville

Wednesday 18th     Ash Wednesday
Wirksworth:              10.30am     Ashing service with Eucharist
Wirksworth:               7pm             Ashing service with Eucharist

Sunday 22nd            Lent 1
Bonsall:                       9.30am          Eucharist with Janet Turville
Elton:                            9.30am         Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Wirksworth:              9.30am         Eucharist with Rod Prince & Keith Orford
Carsington:                11am               Morning Worship with Own Arrangement 
Idridgehay:                11am               Eucharist with Rod Prince
Middleton:                 11am               Eucharist with Janet Turville
Kirk Ireton:                 6.30pm         Evening Worship at the Methodist Chapel  

To join an online zoom service
Morning Prayer at 9am and Evening Prayer at 5pm from Monday to Friday only
Zoom link for our online services: https://zoom.us/j/273 224 1372. If you are new to the
group please ask the team office for the passcode. 

To join using a landline by calling: 0208 080 6591, key in host/meeting number: 273 224
1372# followed by # again, and wait to be connected. If you are new to the group please
ask the team office for the passcode.



The February Calendar 
The first Sunday in the month is February 1st and is being kept as  the festival of
Candlemas or to give it the Prayer book title ‘The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
commonly called the Purification of the Virgin Mary’. We recall the telling moment when
Mary and Joseph bring the child Jesus into the temple to be presented to God, 40 days
after his birth as the law of the Jewish faith required. In Greek it is called Hypapante
which means meeting and marks the unexpected encounter with two elderly people,
Simeon and Anna. One of the most ancient festivals in Christendom it marks the end of
Epiphany and the Christmas cycle and the crib will be taken down.  As Elisabeth Coslett
wrote in her processional hymn ‘The kings have departed, the shepherds have gone and
the child and the parents are left on their own. A glory dawns in every dark place...’ 

For us Candlemas is a turning point. At the end of the celebration there is a change of
direction as we move towards the font to look towards Lent and Passiontide. As candles
are extinguished we pray ‘help us for whom Lent is near to enter deeply into the Easter
mystery’. For those churches that do not have a service on the day it may be observed the
following week. 

On the 15th February at 10am we are holding a Team Eucharist at Elton with Bishop
Malcolm so there will be no morning services elsewhere in the Team. We are delighted
that he will be baptizing a local brother and sister. There will be Evensong at St Mary’s. 

Lent then begins on Ash Wednesday which is the 18th February. There will be two
Eucharists held with Ashing at St Mary’s one at 10.30am (note the time this year) and
later at 7pm. This is for members of all our team churches to come together. Since the
middle ages it has been the custom to mark the beginning of Lent with the ashed mark
of the cross on our foreheads (although it is not mandatory in any way). It is a day for us
all to observe.                                                                                                         Canon Keith Orford

                  Janice & Jon folk concert at 7.30pm on 
              Saturday 1st March at Bradbourne Church
 
What sums up the Show? The nature of life and our place in the 
world is explored via spellbinding musical storytelling by award-
winning Anglo-Scottish duo, Janice Burns & Jon Doran.
Grounded in a traditional folk sound, the duo’s songs about love
and loss offer an enduring resonance for all. With tight vocal 
harmonies and sensitive interplay between mandolin, bouzouki 
and guitar, their arrangements transport songs from books and 
manuscripts into the imagination of the listener. 

With their relaxed and personable approach, Janice & Jon have become renowned across
the folk circuit, from opening Stage 2 at Cambridge Folk Festival, to playing at the likes of
Celtic Connections, Cecil Sharp House and The Glasshouse and featuring on an episode of
the award-winning ‘Folk on Foot’ podcast. 

Released in 2022, their debut album, ‘No More the Green Hills’, placed in the official UK Folk
Albums Chart, as well as gaining airplay on BBC Radio 2 and BBC Radio Scotland.

Tickets: £14  Book now on 01335 390080 
or email: bradbourneboxoffice@btinternet.com or scan the QR code 
or Ticketsource at: www.ticketsource.co.uk/all-saints-bradbourne

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/all-saints-bradbourne


Churches Together in Wirksworth Lent Course 2026

 ‘Growing Old and Dying Gracefully’
As is usual in Lent, Anglicans are invited to join with our brothers and sisters from other
denominations in a Five Week Course of Learning and Discussion. This year the theme will
be: Growing Old and Dying Gracefully. Most of us who attend St Mary’s or one of the
village churches are approaching Old Age. We are aware that some of our contemporaries
have died, as well as parents and other family members. We know that we too must come
inevitably to the end of our lives. We all have thoughts and feelings about our own death
and the death of those we have loved. We can perhaps help others by sharing our own
experiences, just as we can learn from them.

This will be an experiential course, helping you reflect on your own experience and on the
experience of others and learn from them. There are no right or wrong answers. Death is
not a problem to be solved but a mystery to be entered into. We will help each other to
enter more deeply into the mystery, respecting confidentiality in an atmosphere of
mutual trust.

Although the Christian faith centres around the death and resurrection of Jesus, the
Christian church in general does not offer many opportunities for us to explore the
implications of that for ourselves and for those we love, in personal terms. We very quickly
move from remembering a loved-one and all that they means to us, to thinking about
them in heaven, beyond death and decay. In our society, dying happens, by and large, out
of sight, as does what happens after death, the laying out of the body and then its burial
or cremation; its disintegration and decay after death. Most of that is handed over to
professionals and happens out of sight. We busy ourselves with the practical
arrangements - informing family and friends, sorting out the funeral, wills, finance etc. It is
only after the funeral, when everything has quietened down that the reality and finality of
death begins to dawn, especially for the partner facing an empty home, an empty bed.
Then the grief kicks in, but other people have moved on.
 

The course will aim to redress the balance and bring dying and death – including our own
– more into focus. Bringing our own mortality and that of those close to us, more sharply
into the light will, we believe, enable us to live healthier and more fulfilled lives.

Week beginning:       23 February       Session 1      Getting started          
                                            2 March               Session 2      Coping with loss
                                            9 March               Session 3      Letting Go 
                                            16 March             Session 4      A Good Death
                                            23 March             Session 5      Death and Beyond 

                                        Locations from Monday 23 February for 5 weeks:

                                            Mondays at 7.30pm - Millers Green homegroup
                                            Tuesdays at 2.30pm - Wellspring Meeting Room
                                            Wednesdays at 10.30 am - The Maltings 
                                            Thursdays at 2.30 pm - URC vestry
                                         Other groups to be arranged
                     



Messy Church ‘Springs into Life ‘
on Friday 27th March  

from 3.30pm - 5pm in The Maltings 
For accompanied preschool & primary aged children. 

Families welcome - Story, Crafts and Food.  

Please register with the Team Office on 01629 824707 
or email: teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk

SACRED SPACE - a time of Taize Song and Silence 
at the Wirksworth URC church on Sunday 8th March at 6.30pm

All are welcome to join us.

New service at Kirk Ireton in 2026 
From January 2026 a new music focused service started in Kirk Ireton church on the

first Sunday and this month it will be held on Sunday 1st February at 9.30am.
There will be more hymns you are familiar with, less liturgy, more fun!

 Refreshments served afterwards. Come and Join Us!

Bishop Malcolm to lead Team service at Elton 
on Sunday 15th February at 10am
It was announced recently that Bishop Malcolm is retiring at
the end of April 2026. We were already planning a service to 
be led by Bishop Malcolm at Elton on Sunday 15th February. 

Given the news about his retirement, we have decided to make
this service a Team Service, and everyone is invited to join us at
Elton at 10am on Sunday 15th February.  

We are pleased that he will also be baptizing a local brother
and sister at the service. Come and celebrate!

Reminder for all Churchwardens
Quick reminder that the Statistics for Mission return for 2025 is due to be completed
and submitted by Saturday 31st January. 

A friendly reminder that every church in Derby Diocese needs to complete its
Environmental Footprint Tool (EFT) return for 2024, which is now open.

The EFT helps us identify churches where extra help is needed with energy contracts
and bills, and where support may be needed to upgrade heating, lighting or other
systems. It also strengthens our case for securing additional funding for churches who
are struggling with their heating.

There is an important change in this year’s return: If a church has not completed its EFT
return, it will not be eligible for environmental grants from the national church.
Because the EFT has a hard deadline, a church could unintentionally lock itself out of
national grants until next year if the return isn’t completed in time. We really don’t
want anyone to miss out simply because this was overlooked.
If not, already done then please complete it as soon as you can. 
You can submit returns at https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org
Diocese of Derby Net Zero Team

 Please contact Rev Neil if you have any problems or concerns.

mailto:teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk
https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/


Safeguarding Update
Safeguarding everybody is everybody’s business. The care and protection of children,
young people and adults involved in church activities is the responsibility of everyone
who participates in the life of the church (House of Bishops’ Safeguarding Policy,
‘Promoting a Safer Church’). If anyone would like further information on safeguarding,
particularly with regards to completing some training, please contact the Parish
Safeguarding Officer (PSO) Louise Oram via the Team Office.

For any safeguarding concerns the following should be of use: If a child or adult is in
immediate danger or requires immediate medical attention, you must dial 999.

Please note the Diocesan Team will respond to all concerns reported in the strictest
confidence. To report a concern or request advice regarding a safeguarding issue,
please use the form on the Diocesan Safeguarding ‘Report a safeguarding concern here'
web page as it will alert the safeguarding team to their inbox. The Diocesan
Safeguarding Team will respond to all contacts as a matter of priority, at the latest on
the next working day.  If you are unable to complete this form, call 01332 388678 and
ask to speak to a Safeguarding Officer. Office hours are Monday to Friday 9am until
4pm.  If your concern escalates and someone is in danger, call 999.  You can also report
any concerns to Police or Social Care.
Derby City: Children 01332 641172  Adults 01332 642855 & out of hours: Careline 01332
956606. Derbyshire (Adults & Children): Call: 01629 533190 & out of hours: 01629 532600.
   

Louise Oram, WTM Parish Safeguarding Officer

The Installation of the 106th Archbishop of Canterbury
Bishop Sarah Mullally, will be installed as the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury on Wednesday 25th March which is the Feast of the 
Annunciation, at Canterbury Cathedral.

Historically known as an enthronement, the Installation marks 
the symbolic start of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s public 
ministry in the Church of England and across the Anglican 
Communion. 

Rooted in centuries of tradition, the service will look forward 
with the hope of Jesus Christ - and celebrate the diversity of the 
Church of England, the nation and the Anglican Communion today. 

Archbishop Sarah will be installed on the Cathedral Chair (Cathedra) as the Diocesan
Bishop of the See of Canterbury, the oldest diocese in the English church. Following
this, she will be installed on the Chair of St Augustine (St Augustine Cathedra) as
Primate of All England, which symbolises her ministry in the Anglican Communion. 

Bishop Sarah remains Bishop of London until her Confirmation of Election at St Paul’s
Cathedral on 28th January, at which she will legally become the Archbishop of
Canterbury. Until then, as well as preparing to begin her ministry as Archbishop,
Bishop Sarah is fulfilling her remaining commitments as Bishop of London.

 Any spare Knitting Wool needed for Ukraine 
We have been made aware of the need for wool to knit warm socks for the soldiers
on the front line in Ukraine, especially urgent as the weather is dreadfully harsh. 
We have a Ukrainian friend, Iryna, living in Ashbourne who has contacts regularly
making the journey across Europe to Ukraine. They will take parcels. Once in
Ukraine there are many people busily knitting but there is a shortage of wool.
Please drop any wool off at the Team Office. 



Team Rector: Rev Neil Griffiths    Tel:  01629 823092
email: neilgriffiths01@btinternet.com

Team Vicar: Rev Janet Turville    Tel: 01629 701334 
 email: vicarjanetturville@hotmail.com

Team Office Address: St Mary’s Gate, off St John’s Street, Wirksworth, DE4 4DQ
Tel: 01629 824707           Email: teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk
Open hours: 9.30am - 2.30pm, Monday to Thursday & 9.30am - 12.30pm on Friday. 
Website: www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 
For details of our clergy team, Church Wardens and other parish contacts please
contact the Team Office (824707) or go to the Wirksworth Team Ministry website. 

Deadline for the March issue of Team Talk is Monday 16th February
Please forward any articles and photos to the Team Office, 

Wirksworth Team Contacts

The Registers for February 2026 
Baptisms

Sun 25th             BERTIE THOMAS WAIN                                                                Brassington 

Holy Burials & Ashes

Thu 8th               WINIFRED GEORGINA GOODWIN (Winnie)          91         Elton     

Thu 22nd            DAVID LESLIE HODKIN (Dave)                                    78         Wirksworth       

Fri 23rd                IAN BOWYER                                                                       69         Brassington                   

Wed 28th           ANGELA CHRISTINE TASSELL (Angie)                    64         Wirksworth          

Fri 30th               ELIZABETH MARGARET VARNEY (Margaret)      88         Kirk Ireton

In February let us pray for.....
For a faithful keeping of the season of Lent.

For the special services of Ashing.
For this season of repentance and renewal. 

For our Lent groups and for the disciplines of the season.

Jigsaw Foodbank in Matlock
Jigsaw Foodbank are currently on need of: 
Tinned soup & tinned meat (hot dogs, meatballs, luncheon meat, corned beef, stewing
steak, curry etc). UHT Milk, Jars of pasta sauce, Hot Chocolate, Cup-a-Soups,
Strawberry Jam, Orange Marmalade, Peanut Butter, Rice (microwave packs), Pot
Noodles, Super Noodles, Tinned potatoes, tinned sweetcorn, toiletries. 

NO need for baked beans, tinned tuna / tinned fish as they have adequate supplies.

Items can be left in the box in St Mary’s church by the North door and at many of the
team churches.  The Wirksworth Team is one of the major providers of donations. 

mailto:vicarjanetturville@hotmail.com
mailto:teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk
http://www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk/

