
Dear friends

As I write we are towards the end of June, looking forward to July
spreading before us. The weather is warm and looking to get warmer
over the next few days.

If you are my age or older you probably remember (either in reality or
in your imagination) long, hot, seemingly endless summers.

Whilst this might work well for some, there are many people across
our communities who won’t appreciate this weather, including:

·  Teenagers facing public exams in stuffy and hot examination halls

·  Manual workers expected to work all day out in the sun or those in
unairconditioned offices and factories

·  Older people less able to afford either cooler homes or cooling drinks
and young children unable to properly moderate their own body
temperature.

So if you can spare a thought for those unable to cope with the heat or
having to work in higher than normal temperatures that would, I am
sure, be much appreciated.

In the meantime however, enjoy July if you can, enjoy the warm and
sunny weather and stay as cool as you can over the next couple of
months.  Also, if you can afford to and have time to, enjoy any time off
you might have.

And to close, just a reminder that 
our parish churches around the team, 
which we feel are too cold at to be in 
at Christmas, are the perfect places to
cool off in, and are often open during 
the heat of the day.

With every good wish

Revd. Neil
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Coffee and Chat - Monday mornings at 10.30am in Waltham House
A warm welcome is extended to anyone who would like to join us, just come along for
friendly chatter and easy company.  We can offer transport, contact Sue & Ian Todd.

Elton Church Coffee Mornings
 

every Thursday from 10am - 12noon in the Village Hall
The weekly coffee mornings are enjoyed by many and all are welcome to attend

St James Church, Idridgehay - Monthly Coffee Mornings
on the first Wednesday of each month you are welcome to come and join us

for our Coffee Morning in the church from 10.15am to 11.45am. 

A wide selection of homemade soups, filled rolls, home-baked cakes and 
sweet and savoury snacks plus hot and cold drinks to quench your thirst. 

Bonsall Church - Jimmy’s Café
 is open from 12noon - 3pm from Saturday to Monday 

 Idridgehay Open Gardens Day on Sunday 5th July from 1pm – 5pm
 Idridgehay Community Association Event. 

Tickets £5 (under 16s free) and car parking at the Corn Store
Cream teas at the Church £5 - include unlimited tea/coffee/squash & a scone with cream & jam

to raise funds for the church maintenance funds.

 Idridgehay Summer Garden Fete Sunday 12th July from 2pm – 5pm 
at Town Head Farm, The Green, Idridgehay DE56 2SJ. Free entry 
Ample parking including afternoon teas, BM&W Brass Band, fun dog show, 

vintage vehicles, lots of stalls, bric-a-brac, plants, BBQ and bar. 
Money raised goes towards the maintenance of St James Church in the village.

Christian Aid Summer Party from 6pm - 8pm
on Tuesday 4th August in The Maltings 

A light supper & drinks included in entry donation to Christian Aid.  
Grand Raffle with many prizes. 

A great social event with scrumptious light bites, Pimms, wine & juices!

 ‘Make A Joyful Noise’ will be held at St James Bonsall on 
Sunday 19th July with afternoon tea served at 3pm and a 4pm service
Enjoy afternooon tea & a chat from 3pm followed by an informal style service led by 

our Team Worship Group with a variety of music & readings to enjoy. 

Carsington Deanery Visitation service at Christ Church Holloway DE4 5JP 
on Wednesday 15th July

The service will all begin at 7.30pm, with doors opening at 6.45pm for refreshments and
for the church wardens to sign the register. During the service the church wardens will

be corporately admitted, and the Archdeacon will deliver her charge. 
All are welcome to attend. 

Holy Trinity Middleton has a stall at the Farmers Market in Wirksworth 
on Saturday 4th July to sell bric-a-brac and cakes and possibly a tombola!

It would be great if the team community could come along and support us.

Messy Church summer theme: Treasure Hunt 
on Friday 3rd July from 3.30pm to 5pm in The Maltings

Plenty of fun activites, crafts, songs and snacks!
For primary school children - to be accompanied by a parent or carer. 

Please call the Team Office to register: 01629 824707. 



Team Services in July 2026

Sunday 5th               Trinity 5
Brassington:             9.30am        Eucharist with Rod Prince
Kirk Ireton:                9.30am        Morning Worship with Janet Turville
Wirksworth:             9.30am        Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Alderwasley:            11am              Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Bradbourne:             11am              Eucharist with Rod Prince
Elton:                           6pm               Evensong with Janet Turville
Wirksworth:             6pm               Evensong with Rod Prince
 
Sunday 12th             Trinity 6 
Bonsall:                       9.30am         Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Brassington:             9.30am         Morning Worship with Brassington Lay Team
Elton:                           9.30am          Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Wirksworth:             9.30am          Eucharist with Rod Prince
Middleton:                11am                Blessing of Pets with Janet Turville
Elton:                           12noon           Baptism with Neil Griffiths
Kirk Ireton:                6.30pm          Evening Prayer with Janet Turville

Sunday 19th              Trinity 7
Brassington:              9.30am         Eucharist with Janet Turville
Kirk Ireton:                 9.3apm         Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Wirksworth:              9.30am         Eucharist with Keith Orford & Nicholas Radford-Powell
Alderwasley:             11am              Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Bradbourne:              11am              Eucharist with Janet Turville
Bonsall:                         4pm              Make A Joyful Noise (afternoon tea served from 3pm)
Wirksworth:               6pm              Evensong with Janet Turville
 
Sunday 26th            Trinity 8
Bonsall:                       9.30am         Patronal Eucharist with Janet Turville & Blessing of  Wells            
Elton:                            9.30am         Eucharist with Keith Orford
Wirksworth:              9.30am         Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Idridgehay:                11am               Patronal Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell
Middleton:                  11am              Eucharist with Neil Griffiths
Brassington:              6pm               Open Air Wakes Service with Rod Prince & the BMW Band
Wirksworth:              6pm               Songs of Praise with Neil Griffiths
Kirk Ireton:                 6.30pm        Evening Worship at the Methodist Chapel 

Please note:  The monthly Celtic Evening Worship Service at St Mary’s will return at 7pm
on Wednesday 2nd September. 
To join an online zoom service
Morning Prayer at 9am and Evening Prayer at 5pm from Monday to Friday only.
Zoom link for our online services: https://zoom.us/j/273 224 1372. 
If you are new to the group please ask the team office for the passcode. 

To join using a landline by calling: 0208 080 6591, key in the host/meeting number: 
273 224 1372# followed by # again, and wait to be connected. 
If you are new to the group please ask the team office for the passcode.



Our Services in July
Our series of Sermons on the Eucharist continues and in many respects we reach the
heart of what it all means as we explore our understanding and participation in the
Eucharistic Prayer and Holy Communion.
 

Other highlights will be the return of Make A Joyful Noise to be led by the Team Worship
Group which this time will be held at Bonsall at 4pm on Sunday 19th July with tea served
before from 3pm.  At Wirksworth there will be Songs of Praise on Sunday 26th July at
6pm.  A chance to suggest our favourite hymn(s) and an opportunity if you wish to say
something about why you like your choice and what it means to you and us. This,
together with Morning Worship at Kirk Ireton on the 5th July are all good occasions to
bring friends along especially those who may not engage with church on a regular basis.
All are welcoming and informal.

Three of our churches will be celebrating their Patronal festival on the 26th July –
Bonsall, Brassington and Idridgehay are all dedicated to St James the Great. A patron
saint is regarded as a heavenly friend or advocate for a specific nation, place, or
occupation. Hence the tradition of Wakes Weeks. At Bonsall the Parish Eucharist at
9.30am will be followed by the Blessing of Wells and at Brassington there will be the
customary Open Air Service held opposite the Miners Arms at 6pm with the BMW Band.
Idridgehay will have their Patronal Eucharist at 11am on the same day.          Canon Keith 

Major Churches Network Conference
It is now about 3 years since I joined you here in Derbyshire, and in that time many things
have been a surprise. Amongst those is the status of St. Mary’s in Wirksworth. Before I
moved here I had worked out that St. Mary’s is 5 or 6 times larger than the church in the
village I was based in in Lincolnshire. I knew therefore that it is large, however I didn’t
know it was part of the Major Churches Network.

This is a group of parish churches across England that has all or most of the following
criteria:

·  Physically very big (over 1,000m  footprint)2

·  Grade I, II* or (exceptionally) II listed
·  Exceptional significance and/or issues necessitating a conservation management plan
·  Have a role or roles beyond those of a typical parish church, and make a considerable
civic, cultural and economic contribution to their communities

There are 16,000 parish churches across the Church of England and 320 of these are
members of the Major Churches Network, one of which is St. Mary’s. I believe that there
are 7 others across Derbyshire.

It is recognised that for many of these churches their size, importance and significance
mean that they face a different order of challenge to other churches, but also have a
different order of opportunity.

At the latest conference I heard about a new Historic England pot of funding for repairs
and improvements to places of worship and research into how Major Churches are fairing
in the post Covid world.

Whatever I learn and think is useful across the team I will share as widely as possible.
Rev Neil



The Mothers’ Union is 150 years old!
I recently joined the Mothers’ Union at St Marys in 
Wirksworth who meet on the third Monday of each 
month at 2pm in The Maltings and all are welcome to join us. I have been so impressed
as I hear about the good works that go on, without anyone being aware of how much
this group is contributing to our community and the wider world. 

I plan to try and bring some of these activities into the more public eye of Team Talk…
with the permission of the members of course!

But my first post is to let you all know that this wonderful organisation is actually 150
years old this year. It was founded in 1876 by Mary Sumner, and there are many
celebratory events taking place this year, and these began with a service in St Pauls
Cathedral, London on Thursday 10th June. There are other celebrations happening
throughout the world.

Mothers‘ Union is a very international activity these days. Come and see for yourself!                    
Anna Williams

Christian Aid Summer Party         
Tuesday 4th August from 6pm – 8pm in The Maltings              

It has become part of our annual routine. The Christian Aid Party near the 
start of the school-holidays. Formerly, it was a Garden Party in China House Yard, but 
in the last few years we have taken the easier option of holding it in The Maltings, with
the possibility of sitting in the gardens for a while. As I write this on the hottest day of
the year, so far, the garden seems inviting. But the well-tried routine will still be
favoured: Arrive; make your generous donation - Gift Aided if possible; 
collect your complementary drink of Pimms, Fruit Juice or Wine; 
buy your raffle tickets; 
sit and talk to friends until the time to collect your delicious light supper. 
When that is eaten, there is still time for more drinks and chat, until the raffle is drawn
and it’s time to go.

This has become Christian Aid’s major fund-raising event of the year, as well as a great
social gathering for members of the churches in Wirksworth and District and other
Christian Aid supporters. 

Don’t miss it! Make a note of the date in your diary now.                                    
Bob Rhodes

ARC 
The Arthur Rank Centre is a long-established centre for resourcing the Rural Church.
On Tuesday 9th June I attended a roadshow that ARC ran at Bakewell Methodist
Church. I joined about 40 others from across Derbyshire, lay and ordained, and from a
variety of churches to learn what ARC could offer in the way of resources and to hear
about some of the challenges facing rural communities, and particularly the farming
community. It was challenging to hear about the considerable stresses that global
issues are putting on agriculture and those who work to feed us day by day. It was also
a time of learning about what is being done in Derbyshire through Derbyshire Rural
Chaplaincy. 

This was followed on Monday 15th June by a session at Mothers’ Union where the new
Agricultural Lead Chaplain Rev Phil Michell spoke about his role and experiences.

I am hoping that what I learned on both those occasions will enable me to be a more
supportive and encouraging help to all in our communities but especially our farmers.
Rev Janet



Safeguarding Update
With a plethora of summer events taking place around the Team well underway,
please remember to remain vigilant for safeguarding concerns. If you should require
any advice or to report a safeguarding concern details are below.
If a child or adult is in immediate danger or requires immediate medical attention,
dial 999.
To report a safeguarding concern or request advice regarding a safeguarding issue,
please use the form on the Diocesan Safeguarding ‘Report a safeguarding concern
here’ webpage as this will go directly to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team’s inbox.
They will respond to all contacts as a matter of priority, or at the latest, the next
working day, in the strictest confidence. If you are unable to 
complete the form, contact the Safeguarding Team on 
01332 388678 or use the QR code shown here.
Diocesan Safeguarding Team Office hours are Mon to Fri 
9am - 4pm. Concerns can also be reported to Police or Social 
Care on 01629 533190 or out of hours on 01629 532600, or to 
Careline on 01332 956606.
Louise Oram, WTM Parish Safeguarding Officer

Update on Launchpad Course
Back in March’s Team Talk I wrote about the course I was doing through the Diocese -
called Launchpad. This was an opportunity over 5 weeks to meet with other clergy and
have 2 hours of training on ‘Young People Today’ and to discuss with others what
opportunities we can offer as churches to the young people in our parishes. 
Within Wirksworth Team Ministry there are a few new opportunities opening up - a
young people’s choir of which more later in Team Talk.

Up at Bonsall a group of us are working together on running a series of events for the
children in the village. This will involve a mixture of crafts, Bible Stories, games and of
course food! There is also a proposal to show films in church for the families over the
winter months when it will be dark soon after school finishes.

One of the other opportunities to be considered is some form of drop-in for the young
people of Anthony Gell. We make very strong connections with the primary schools in
the Team through Collective Worship and through the very popular Messy Church that
Sue and Ian run but it is more difficult to connect with the teenagers. Perhaps
building on the fact that some come into St Mary’s to escape the extremes of weather
is a way forward.
Rev Janet

Concerts in church
We have always had concerts and events at St. Mary’s, as do 
many of the churches across the Wirksworth Team Ministry, 
and are grateful to Ian and Sue for all the work they put in to 
manage these.

One new style of concert saw its third happening recently, 
an evening of jazz music Louisiana Nights a 6 piece band of 
musicians from across the Midlands and north of England, 
brought together by Wirksworth resident Roger Bird.

More than 40 people gathered together to enjoy 2 hours of jazz on a warm summer
evening.  
Here’s to the next time.                                                                                                          Rev Neil



A meaningful poem from Bridget in Elton

This poem was written by Bridget’s Great Uncle, Reverend Samuel Taylor, (Vicar of
Flookburgh in Lancashire) for the birth of her mother, Mary Greg, who was born on 1st
July 1917. At the time he was serving as an Army Chaplain during the First World War.

Grim set the sun in one deep glow of red
Tortured against the sky.

The trees unwhispering stood nor bent their head,
Before the storm unvanquished,
Shell tossed and bare, they suffer gallantly.
Their lowliest branches – ragged, clipped and torn
By man’s iron rage, their greenest hopes unborn,
They are content to live – live on.

“Our brothers of the wood have died but we must live 
- live as we are”. “Oh thou knowest what we are, 
Grant us the power to give what still remains”.

So just alive they set themselves to their appointed task.
T’is June and every unexpected place, 
Your bough bare trunk still barely bears the grace of struggling green 
– to live – live on.

“The same sun rose upon a little sapling’s birth
In her quiet woodland home
Where winds free blowing sweeten the clean earth,
An English sapling born for mirth, clean life, 
clean laughter shall her portion be.
What matter all the rest? 
For God hath said that sacrifice is life 
– life from the dead.

And little sapling live – live on. 

Written by The Reverend Samuel Taylor
A wood in France, June 1917. 

Vocations Exploration Day on Saturday 4th July from 10am to 3pm 
at All Saint’s Church, Wingerworth

What is God’s plan for you?
Vocation is about what God has called you to be and what God has called you to do.  

Do you think God might be calling you to a specific ministry?
We will help you explore your gifts and how you might use them and look at what the
next steps might be for you.

This event is open to anyone interested in learning more about lay or ordained
ministry in the Church of England. Refreshments and lunch will be provided.

To book a place contact the vocations team at: vocations@derby.anglican.org or you
can call: 01332 278172 for further details. 

mailto:vocations@derby.anglican.org


Team Rector: Rev Neil Griffiths    Tel:  01629 823092
email: neilgriffiths01@btinternet.com

Team Vicar: Rev Janet Turville    Tel: 01629 701334 
 email: vicarjanetturville@hotmail.com

Team Curate: Fr Nicholas Radford-Powell
email: fr.nicholas.rp@gmail.com

Team Office Address: The Maltings, St Mary’s Gate, Wirksworth, DE4 4DQ
Tel: 01629 824707           Email: teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk
Open hours: 9.30am - 2.30pm, Monday to Thursday & 9.30am - 12.30pm on Friday. 
Website: www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 
For details of our clergy team, Church Wardens and other parish contacts please
contact the Team Office (824707) or go to the Wirksworth Team Ministry website. 

Wirksworth Team Contacts

The Registers for June 2026
Baptisms

Sun 7th                 LOTTIE CARSON                                                                                 Brassington 

Sun 14th               ARLO JAMES WOOLLEY                                                                 Wirksworth 

Wedding

Sat 27th                IAN MOSLEY & HANNAH MATKIN                                             Kirk Ireton

Holy Burials 

Wed 10th              ROLAND ROPER (Tom)                                              75               Middleton               

Wed 10th              EILEEN ESME MASSEY                                               92               Bonsall                  

Tue 23rd                KENNETH EDGAR                                                         99               Bonsall      

Tue 23rd                MARION MORRIS                                                          87               Idridgehay

Thu 25th                DAVID JEREMY SUMMERFIELD (Jerry)             80              Wirksworth           

Fri 26th                  BARRY BROUGH                                                            68              Wirksworth          

Mon 29th              MARIE CASSIDY                                                             97               Wirksworth    

John Sinclair joining aid convoy to Ukraine in June
John’s aid convoy should now be in Ukraine and he will continue 
to collect contributions towards aid because their needs are still
 massive and here’s a real an opportunity to deliver directly to the 
people on the ground.

Here’s the link to make a donation: https://www.justgiving.com/page/john-sinclair-1
many thanks, John Sinclair

Deadline for the August issue of Team Talk is Monday 20th July
Please forward any articles and photos to the Team Office.

Jigsaw Foodbank
The Jigsaw Foodbank in Matlock continues to welcome donations of various groceries and

household goods – but are not currently in need of: Baked Beans, Tuna, Tinned Fish. 
Items can be left in boxes by the North Door at St Mary’s & at many of our parish churches.

The Wirksworth Team is a major donor & your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

mailto:vicarjanetturville@hotmail.com
mailto:teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk
http://www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/john-sinclair-1
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	Dear friends
	As I write we are towards the end of June, looking forward to July spreading before us. The weather is warm and looking to get warmer over the next few days.
	If you are my age or older you probably remember (either in reality or in your imagination) long, hot, seemingly endless summers.
	Whilst this might work well for some, there are many people across our communities who won’t appreciate this weather, including:
	·  Teenagers facing public exams in stuffy and hot examination halls
	·  Manual workers expected to work all day out in the sun or those in unairconditioned offices and factories
	·  Older people less able to afford either cooler homes or cooling drinks and young children unable to properly moderate their own body temperature.
	So if you can spare a thought for those unable to cope with the heat or having to work in higher than normal temperatures that would, I am sure, be much appreciated.
	In the meantime however, enjoy July if you can, enjoy the warm and sunny weather and stay as cool as you can over the next couple of months.  Also, if you can afford to and have time to, enjoy any time off you might have.
	And to close, just a reminder that  our parish churches around the team,  which we feel are too cold at to be in  at Christmas, are the perfect places to cool off in, and are often open during  the heat of the day.
	With every good wish
	Revd. Neil

	Bonsall Church - Jimmy’s Café  is open from 12noon - 3pm from Saturday to Monday
	Elton Church Coffee Mornings
	Holy Trinity Middleton has a stall at the Farmers Market in Wirksworth  on Saturday 4th July to sell bric-a-brac and cakes and possibly a tombola! It would be great if the team community could come along and support us.
	‘Make A Joyful Noise’ will be held at St James Bonsall on  Sunday 19th July with afternoon tea served at 3pm and a 4pm service Enjoy afternooon tea & a chat from 3pm followed by an informal style service led by  our Team Worship Group with a variety of music & readings to enjoy.

	Team Services in July 2026
	Sunday 5th               Trinity 5 Brassington:             9.30am        Eucharist with Rod Prince Kirk Ireton:                9.30am        Morning Worship with Janet Turville Wirksworth:             9.30am        Eucharist with Neil Griffiths Alderwasley:            11am              Eucharist with Neil Griffiths Bradbourne:             11am              Eucharist with Rod Prince Elton:                           6pm               Evensong with Janet Turville Wirksworth:             6pm               Evensong with Rod Prince
	Sunday 12th             Trinity 6  Bonsall:                       9.30am         Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell Brassington:             9.30am         Morning Worship with Brassington Lay Team Elton:                           9.30am          Eucharist with Neil Griffiths Wirksworth:             9.30am          Eucharist with Rod Prince Middleton:                11am                Blessing of Pets with Janet Turville Elton:                           12noon           Baptism with Neil Griffiths Kirk Ireton:                6.30pm          Evening Prayer with Janet Turville
	Sunday 19th              Trinity 7 Brassington:              9.30am         Eucharist with Janet Turville Kirk Ireton:                 9.3apm         Eucharist with Neil Griffiths Wirksworth:              9.30am         Eucharist with Keith Orford & Nicholas Radford-Powell Alderwasley:             11am              Eucharist with Neil Griffiths Bradbourne:              11am              Eucharist with Janet Turville Bonsall:                         4pm              Make A Joyful Noise (afternoon tea served from 3pm) Wirksworth:               6pm              Evensong with Janet Turville
	Sunday 26th            Trinity 8 Bonsall:                       9.30am         Patronal Eucharist with Janet Turville & Blessing of  Wells                         Elton:                            9.30am         Eucharist with Keith Orford Wirksworth:              9.30am         Eucharist with Neil Griffiths Idridgehay:                11am               Patronal Eucharist with Nicholas Radford-Powell Middleton:                  11am              Eucharist with Neil Griffiths Brassington:              6pm               Open Air Wakes Service with Rod Prince & the BMW Band Wirksworth:              6pm               Songs of Praise with Neil Griffiths Kirk Ireton:                 6.30pm        Evening Worship at the Methodist Chapel

	Our Services in July Our series of Sermons on the Eucharist continues and in many respects we reach the heart of what it all means as we explore our understanding and participation in the Eucharistic Prayer and Holy Communion.
	Other highlights will be the return of Make A Joyful Noise to be led by the Team Worship Group which this time will be held at Bonsall at 4pm on Sunday 19th July with tea served before from 3pm.  At Wirksworth there will be Songs of Praise on Sunday 26th July at 6pm.  A chance to suggest our favourite hymn(s) and an opportunity if you wish to say something about why you like your choice and what it means to you and us. This, together with Morning Worship at Kirk Ireton on the 5th July are all good occasions to bring friends along especially those who may not engage with church on a regular basis. All are welcoming and informal.
	Three of our churches will be celebrating their Patronal festival on the 26th July – Bonsall, Brassington and Idridgehay are all dedicated to St James the Great. A patron saint is regarded as a heavenly friend or advocate for a specific nation, place, or occupation. Hence the tradition of Wakes Weeks. At Bonsall the Parish Eucharist at 9.30am will be followed by the Blessing of Wells and at Brassington there will be the customary Open Air Service held opposite the Miners Arms at 6pm with the BMW Band. Idridgehay will have their Patronal Eucharist at 11am on the same day.          Canon Keith
	Major Churches Network Conference It is now about 3 years since I joined you here in Derbyshire, and in that time many things have been a surprise. Amongst those is the status of St. Mary’s in Wirksworth. Before I moved here I had worked out that St. Mary’s is 5 or 6 times larger than the church in the village I was based in in Lincolnshire. I knew therefore that it is large, however I didn’t know it was part of the Major Churches Network.
	This is a group of parish churches across England that has all or most of the following criteria:
	·  Physically very big (over 1,000m2 footprint) ·  Grade I, II* or (exceptionally) II listed ·  Exceptional significance and/or issues necessitating a conservation management plan ·  Have a role or roles beyond those of a typical parish church, and make a considerable        civic, cultural and economic contribution to their communities
	There are 16,000 parish churches across the Church of England and 320 of these are members of the Major Churches Network, one of which is St. Mary’s. I believe that there are 7 others across Derbyshire.
	It is recognised that for many of these churches their size, importance and significance mean that they face a different order of challenge to other churches, but also have a different order of opportunity.
	At the latest conference I heard about a new Historic England pot of funding for repairs and improvements to places of worship and research into how Major Churches are fairing in the post Covid world.
	Whatever I learn and think is useful across the team I will share as widely as possible. Rev Neil
	Christian Aid Summer Party          Tuesday 4th August from 6pm – 8pm in The Maltings               It has become part of our annual routine. The Christian Aid Party near the  start of the school-holidays. Formerly, it was a Garden Party in China House Yard, but  in the last few years we have taken the easier option of holding it in The Maltings, with the possibility of sitting in the gardens for a while. As I write this on the hottest day of the year, so far, the garden seems inviting. But the well-tried routine will still be favoured: Arrive; make your generous donation - Gift Aided if possible;  collect your complementary drink of Pimms, Fruit Juice or Wine;  buy your raffle tickets;  sit and talk to friends until the time to collect your delicious light supper.  When that is eaten, there is still time for more drinks and chat, until the raffle is drawn and it’s time to go.
	This has become Christian Aid’s major fund-raising event of the year, as well as a great social gathering for members of the churches in Wirksworth and District and other Christian Aid supporters.
	Don’t miss it! Make a note of the date in your diary now.                                     Bob Rhodes
	The Mothers’ Union is 150 years old! I recently joined the Mothers’ Union at St Marys in  Wirksworth who meet on the third Monday of each  month at 2pm in The Maltings and all are welcome to join us. I have been so impressed as I hear about the good works that go on, without anyone being aware of how much this group is contributing to our community and the wider world.
	I plan to try and bring some of these activities into the more public eye of Team Talk… with the permission of the members of course!
	But my first post is to let you all know that this wonderful organisation is actually 150 years old this year. It was founded in 1876 by Mary Sumner, and there are many celebratory events taking place this year, and these began with a service in St Pauls Cathedral, London on Thursday 10th June. There are other celebrations happening throughout the world.
	Mothers‘ Union is a very international activity these days. Come and see for yourself!                               Anna Williams
	ARC  The Arthur Rank Centre is a long-established centre for resourcing the Rural Church. On Tuesday 9th June I attended a roadshow that ARC ran at Bakewell Methodist Church. I joined about 40 others from across Derbyshire, lay and ordained, and from a variety of churches to learn what ARC could offer in the way of resources and to hear about some of the challenges facing rural communities, and particularly the farming community. It was challenging to hear about the considerable stresses that global issues are putting on agriculture and those who work to feed us day by day. It was also a time of learning about what is being done in Derbyshire through Derbyshire Rural Chaplaincy.
	This was followed on Monday 15th June by a session at Mothers’ Union where the new Agricultural Lead Chaplain Rev Phil Michell spoke about his role and experiences.
	I am hoping that what I learned on both those occasions will enable me to be a more supportive and encouraging help to all in our communities but especially our farmers. Rev Janet
	Update on Launchpad Course Back in March’s Team Talk I wrote about the course I was doing through the Diocese - called Launchpad. This was an opportunity over 5 weeks to meet with other clergy and have 2 hours of training on ‘Young People Today’ and to discuss with others what opportunities we can offer as churches to the young people in our parishes.  Within Wirksworth Team Ministry there are a few new opportunities opening up - a young people’s choir of which more later in Team Talk.
	Up at Bonsall a group of us are working together on running a series of events for the children in the village. This will involve a mixture of crafts, Bible Stories, games and of course food! There is also a proposal to show films in church for the families over the winter months when it will be dark soon after school finishes.
	One of the other opportunities to be considered is some form of drop-in for the young people of Anthony Gell. We make very strong connections with the primary schools in the Team through Collective Worship and through the very popular Messy Church that Sue and Ian run but it is more difficult to connect with the teenagers. Perhaps building on the fact that some come into St Mary’s to escape the extremes of weather is a way forward. Rev Janet
	Concerts in church We have always had concerts and events at St. Mary’s, as do  many of the churches across the Wirksworth Team Ministry,  and are grateful to Ian and Sue for all the work they put in to  manage these.
	One new style of concert saw its third happening recently,  an evening of jazz music Louisiana Nights a 6 piece band of  musicians from across the Midlands and north of England,  brought together by Wirksworth resident Roger Bird.
	More than 40 people gathered together to enjoy 2 hours of jazz on a warm summer evening.   Here’s to the next time.                                                                                                          Rev Neil
	Safeguarding Update With a plethora of summer events taking place around the Team well underway, please remember to remain vigilant for safeguarding concerns. If you should require any advice or to report a safeguarding concern details are below. If a child or adult is in immediate danger or requires immediate medical attention, dial 999. To report a safeguarding concern or request advice regarding a safeguarding issue, please use the form on the Diocesan Safeguarding ‘Report a safeguarding concern here’ webpage as this will go directly to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team’s inbox. They will respond to all contacts as a matter of priority, or at the latest, the next working day, in the strictest confidence. If you are unable to  complete the form, contact the Safeguarding Team on  01332 388678 or use the QR code shown here. Diocesan Safeguarding Team Office hours are Mon to Fri  9am - 4pm. Concerns can also be reported to Police or Social  Care on 01629 533190 or out of hours on 01629 532600, or to  Careline on 01332 956606. Louise Oram, WTM Parish Safeguarding Officer
	A meaningful poem from Bridget in Elton
	The Registers for June 2026 Baptisms Sun 7th                 LOTTIE CARSON                                                                                 Brassington  Sun 14th               ARLO JAMES WOOLLEY                                                                 Wirksworth  Wedding Sat 27th                IAN MOSLEY & HANNAH MATKIN                                             Kirk Ireton Holy Burials  Wed 10th              ROLAND ROPER (Tom)                                              75               Middleton                Wed 10th              EILEEN ESME MASSEY                                               92               Bonsall                   Tue 23rd                KENNETH EDGAR                                                         99               Bonsall       Tue 23rd                MARION MORRIS                                                          87               Idridgehay Thu 25th                DAVID JEREMY SUMMERFIELD (Jerry)             80              Wirksworth            Fri 26th                  BARRY BROUGH                                                            68              Wirksworth           Mon 29th              MARIE CASSIDY                                                             97               Wirksworth

	Wirksworth Team Contacts
	Deadline for the August issue of Team Talk is Monday 20th July Please forward any articles and photos to the Team Office.


